What children are very bright? Our own, of course, but how to discover the "very bright" children of other people? To 
I propose, first, to define the ordinary child, for which purpose I take the norm already established by the school system. The ordinary, or normal, child is one who is able to enter school at the age of six years, and, taught by a recent normal school graduate of ordinary mental ability and moderate professional efficiency, is able, along with forty or more other children, to do the prescribed work of the first year, in not more than nine months, five hours a day, five days a week, attaining, at the end of the period, a proficiency adequate to begin the prescribed curriculum of the second school year. It follows from this definition, that a child isn't an ordinary child, if he requires two years or more to do the prescribed work of the first grade; nor is he an ordinary child if he can do the prescribed work under the conditions in less than the prescribed time.
The learning rate of a child determines his rate of progress through the grades. It measures the child's educability, which is an important part of his school competency. School competency is the aggregate of all those abilities which the child brings with him to school and through the employment of which he attains, stepwise, the proficiency standards of the grades.
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